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Introduction 
· Over one in four children in Wales live in households with an income below the poverty threshold of 60 percent median. 
· 19% of children in Wales live in households with an income below 50 percent median. 
· Child poverty blights the lives of thousands of children in Wales, affecting their education, health, future employment and life-chances. 
Key Findings 
· Worklessness accounts for two thirds of severe child poverty. 

· There is a strong association between severe child poverty and having at least one parent with a disability. 

· There is also a strong association between severe child poverty and living in a lone parent household. 

Other factors associated with severe child poverty include: 
· living in a large family; 
· living in an Asian/Asian British family; 
· living in a family where mothers do not have any educational qualifications. 

· The links between the household characteristics and severe child poverty are complex with many of the factors overlapping, making it especially hard for such families to leave poverty. 

Promising Approaches to tackling the causes and effects of child poverty
These fall into four categories: 

· Income maximisation: strategies to increase the incomes of families on benefit and those in work. 

· Routes to employment: improving access to paid work (for those who can). 

· Education transforming life chances: improving learning and skills as a key route out of poverty.
· Making public services deliver for families facing multiple disadvantage: those in most need and the hardest to reach. 
Common themes 

· Improving co-ordination of policy and action:

· between Whitehall and Cardiff; 
· across all functions of the Welsh Assembly Government; 
· between the Welsh Assembly Government and local government. 

· More effective targeting of resources on those in greatest need balanced with non-stigmatising approaches. 

· Improving performance across Wales and reducing the ‘post code lottery’ whereby service standards vary hugely across different local authorities and public agencies. 

Education to transform life chances 
· Improving the educational attainment of children is key to breaking the cycle of poverty in the medium to long term. There should be a much stronger emphasis on education and learning in the Welsh Assembly Government strategies to tackle child poverty. 

· The Welsh Assembly Government’s emphasis on early years learning and support is commended but more needs to be done to support children aged 4+ to narrow the attainment gap as children move through primary and secondary school. 

· There should be positive incentives for schools to reduce inequalities. 
· As well as schools, a range of agencies have a key role to play in supporting the education and learning of children from poor families. A joined up approach is essential. 
· There is particular scope for out-of-school activities to complement the contribution of schools
· There is also a need for programmes of personalised learning which have been shown to be effective in raising attainment levels. 

· There must be substantial investment in ‘closing the gap’ between children from different backgrounds

· Funding is vital but investment in management and professional development is also important. 

· Urgent action needs to be taken to enhance remedial support for under-achieving children and to reduce disengagement from school during years 7 – 10. 

· The Welsh Assembly Government should:

· develop programmes to prepare young people for working life;
· support the transition more effectively;
· raise young people’s aspirations. 

· Detailed examination of the factors influencing the progress of children in school and in learning and what approaches might work in Wales to improve the educational attainment of children aged 4 -18 from low-income families should be the subject of a future, stand alone, Welsh Assembly Funded New Ideas project, given the depth and breadth of such an inquiry. 

Making public services deliver 
· Help and support is not always getting to the families who are facing multiple disadvantage. 
· Engaging such ‘hard to reach’ families is key and extra support is needed to help these families access mainstream public services. 

· Individualised, flexible assistance is likely to be required over a sustained period of time for families in the greatest need. 
· Community-based multi-agency teams should be established to provide integrated, non-stigmatised family support services. 

· The new single plan for children and young people provides a key mechanism to improve joint working 

· Child poverty should be a high priority for the new joint service boards

Education to transform life chances 
· Child poverty and education are inextricably linked. Children’s educational prospects reflect the disadvantages of their families, with poor children being less likely to gain good qualifications at school. 
· There is overwhelming evidence that education has a strong influence on the probability of a child’s future employment and earnings. Improving the educational attainment of children is thus a key way in which the cycle of poverty can be broken in the medium to long term. 

· Action on education should: 

· be a central part of a new child poverty action plan, which should include meaningful and measurable targets and milestones. 
· be seen as a responsibility that is shared by different people or agencies e.g. parents, youth work, and social services, and is not the sole responsibility of schools. 

Education and Disadvantage in Wales 
Introduction
· The gap in educational chances runs through generations. Poor children have few qualifications and poor job prospects, and their own children then live in poverty. 
· Over the last 20 years it has become harder for children from poor families to be socially mobile, and break out of that cycle.
· There is great potential for genuinely-joined up approaches through the new single plan for children and young people.  This could include common targets amongst key statutory agencies to improve the attainment of children from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

· In the longer term schools need to change radically, being more flexible, responsive, and more attuned to the needs of all individual children (not just the more academically inclined) as well as to the needs of society. 
· There is an urgent need for detailed examination of the factors influencing the progress of children in school and in learning and what approaches might work in Wales to improve the educational attainment of children aged 4-18 from low-income families. 

Differences in development in early childhood 
· Development in the early years of life has a crucial effect on children’s futures. 
· By the age of three, children from less advantaged backgrounds are already well behind their peers in identifying basic words and in other developmental milestones 
· Over a quarter of children in poverty are well over a year behind the average child in terms of school readiness. 

The growing divide in the school years 
· Once in education, the gap in attainment between poor children and other children grows. Poor literacy results in primary school are a strong risk factor for later low achievement. 
· The attainment of children from families relying on free school meals gets progressively worse during their years at school, particularly during the first three years of secondary school when many disadvantaged children are starting to become alienated from the school system. 
· By the time they are 16, children on free school meals are more than one and a half GCSE grades, on average, behind their peers. 
· There are now renewed efforts in Wales and across the UK to ‘narrow the gap’ between the educational attainment of children in low-income households and other children, for example the Welsh Assembly Government’s RAISE programme. 
· Figures indicate that while Wales’ efforts to narrow the gap in primary schools are bearing fruit, trends in the size of the gap in performance at GCSE in Wales are trailing those in England 
· Just what happens during school years to disadvantage children from already disadvantaged homes is not clear, with explanations including low self-esteem and self-confidence of children in poverty. 
· There is still a great deal that could be done to help poor children to keep pace with their better-off classmates. This could include: 

· incentives for schools to succeed in reducing inequalities in attainment. Schools should be encouraged to ‘narrow the gap’ in progression, with criteria reflected in the inspection framework. 

· more investment in school leadership and management and teacher professional development on improving performance amongst disadvantaged children. 

· greater financial support for the development of Community Focused Schools in Wales. 

· more sharing of good practice between schools. 

· measures to build children’s confidence and self-esteem, including enhancing emotional literacy programmes.
· intensive support programmes for pupils with the aim that no child leaves primary school without age-appropriate literacy and numeracy skills 

· raising awareness of the impact of child poverty on attainment amongst all schools and embedding a concern with social justice in schools’ ethos. 

· urgent consideration given to additional ways to reduce the disengagement of children during Years 7 – 10. 

· introducing programmes of ‘personalised learning’. 

Education for Employment – breaking the cycle 
· The gap in educational attainment has a direct impact on children when they enter the labour market. 
· Those who leave school with few or no qualifications at 16 have poor prospects in employment, both immediately and subsequently 

· 22% of unqualified young people are not working in their late 20s compared with just 5% of graduates. 

· The Welsh Assembly Government should introduce measures to: 

· raise aspirations of young people – including through much better youth provision, and meaningful work experience and careers advice 

· provide adult support to complement parental input, which is relevant, long-term and inspirational
